
A group of LNPS Annual 
Meeting attendees went on an 
exciting hike on Sunday morn-
ing after the meeting.  Brian 
Sean Early led the group into 
the Kisatchie forest.  In winter, 
the Forest floor becomes more 
prominent.  We notice the 
undulating lay of the land from 
relatively high ridges to small 

creeks below the trail.  Seed 
pods from flowering plants are 
of interest and serve as a criti-
cal source of food for wildlife 
throughout Winter.  We no-
ticed many unique mushrooms, 
and native mosses and lichens 
were a standout.  There is a 
different sound in the Forest in 
Winter and is perhaps related 

to the loss of so many leaves 
from the deciduous trees.  No 
matter what season, a trek into 
the Forest is exciting and ful-
filling to the spirit of nature 
lovers and native plant enthusi-
asts. 

Louisiana Native Plant Society Meeting 
Field Trip on February 3, 2019 by Bonnie 
LaBorde Johnson 
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In early September, 2018, Lin-
da Auld, New Orleans’ famous 
“BugLady,” invited me to a 
“Bug Field Day” at Beechnut 
Nature Retreat near Tylertown 
MS on Saturday, September 29.  
Coincidentally, I had plans to 
be in the Jackson MS area that 
weekend so I seized the oppor-
tunity and accepted her invita-
tion.  At 8:00 that Saturday 
morning, the weather was 
somewhat threatening, but I 
started south from Clinton to 
Tylertown anyway.  The fur-
ther south I drove the more 
the skies cleared.  By the time I 
got to Tylertown at about 
10:00, it was a pretty day. 

Beechnut Nature Retreat is a 
privately-owned property com-
prised of 38 acres in southern 
Mississippi, between the Pearl 
and Bogue Chitto Rivers in 
Walthall county, 90 miles 
North of New Orleans, La.  
The Eastern portion of the 
Beechnut property is bordered 
by Magee’s Creek.  This creek 
is a cool water, year-round, 
sandy-bottom, spring-fed water
-way that travels through bot-
tomland hardwood forest on 
the edge of the Beechnut prop-
erty for a distance of at least 
one-half mile.  This part of the 
property has mature American 
beech, southern magnolia, wa-
ter oak, red oak, willow oak, 
laurel oak, Ilex opaca, ironwood, 
American elm, sourwood, 
black gum, holly, native azaleas 
and many native understory 
woody plants like Florida anise, 
devilwood, Virginia willow.  
Water hickory occurs along, 

sometimes in the stream also.  
Herbaceous plants include 
many ferns, asters, crownbeard 
and many vines including sev-
eral varieties of Smilax, wild 
grapes, Passiflora lutea, intro-
duced and native Wisterias and 
honeysuckles as well as many 
ferns and aquatic plants in or at 
the creek edges. 

Moving up from the creek 
towards where the property’s 
three cottages and ornamental 
gardens are, one comes 
through dense spruce pine 
forest mixed with basket or 
cow oaks, water oak, black 
gum, tulip poplar, yaupon hol-
ly, ironwood, Halesia, witchha-
zel, sumac, Aralia spinosa and 
Callicarpa, with sunnier open-
ings full of asters, Eupatoriums, 
Solidagos, grasses and sedges.  
The path up from the creek 

crosses deep sloughs that may 
be relic passageways of the 
creek having changed course 
over time.  These create minor 
oxbows and deep ravines that 
are intermittently immersed 
and/or wet for periods of time 
and are populated with many 
aquatic plants like lizard’s tail, 
bald cypress, tupelo, black wil-
low, and many wet grasses and 
sedges. 

The three cottages are sur-
rounded by ornamental and 
pollinator gardens overflowing 
with flowering annuals during 
the warm season.  Porterweed, 
Tithonia, Zinnias, Pentas, Lanta-
na, and Cupheas intersperse 
with perennial herbaceous 
plants like Echinacea, asters, 
Boltonia, Ratibida, vitex, bush 
clover Lespedeza, cultivated 
goldenrods like ‘Fireworks’, 

Beechnut Nature Retreat by Craig Marks 

Magee’s Creek at Beechnut (T. Baumgarten) 
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Joe Pye Weed, ironweed, salvi-
as of various kinds, various 
Phloxes like “Robert Poore” 
and ‘John Fannick’, ‘Minnie 
Pearl’,  Louisiana woodland 
blue phlox, Monardas, and vio-
lets underneath all fill out the 
cottage gardens along with the 
requisite evergreen sasanquas, 
azaleas, gardenias, and such of 
a southern garden.   

Large swaths of garden and the 
entire field, three acres in size, 
across from the cabins are giv-
en over to yellow waves par-
tridge pea in September, fol-

lowed by common goldenrod, 
narrow-leaf sunflower, wild 
blue ageratum, Agalinis, blue 
praeltus asters, white Boltonia. 
Late-flowering thoroughwort, 
boneset and dog fennel.  Here 
and there are grass-leafed as-
ters, rayless goldenrod, and 
Pseudognaphalium, host for the 
Painted Lady, all punctuated by 
pine trees, wax myrtle, native 
persimmon, buttonbush and 
yaupon.  Wetter areas bloom 
with large areas of smartweed 
and cardinal flowers, some 
native milkweeds like A. peren-
nis and A. incarnata having been 
planted here also.  Native may-
pops grow in the field and pop 
up in many of the gardens 
along with cultivated varieties 
P. lutea, P. cerulea, ‘Lady Mar-
garet’ and ‘Incense’.  Native 
clematis grows amongst arrow-
wood viburnums and Cliftonia 
in the part shade of the oaks 
near the houses.  Some trials 
with hop vines are being con-
ducted hoping to attract E. 
Commas and other like spe-
cies.  Pea vines, both edible 
and ornamental, are allowed to 
clamber over metal arches in 
the large raised-bed vegetable 

One of three cottages at Beechnut (T. Baumgarten) 

 

garden for the many skippers.  
The hoops and fences also 
support morning glory vines, 
and lots of cardinal creeper 
vines.  Crossvine and coral 
honeysuckle vines are also cul-
tivated on the property.  Sida 
rhombilfolia is allowed to grow 
in various areas in order to 
attract checkered-skippers.  
Mowing is kept to a minimum 
throughout except to keep 
walking paths clear for obser-
vation.   

Red maples, southern red ce-
dar, parsley hawthorn, white 
leaf mountain mint and Ameri-
can wahoo grow wild near the 
far cottage where sassafras and 
Mexican buckeye have been 
added.  Mexican plum and 
several Vaccineum species have 
been identified in this area also.  
A large wet area nearer the 
highway is full of very mature 
sweet bay trees and the fields 
flanking the exit/entrance road 
are likewise populated with 
Eupatoriums, mistflower and 
goldenrod late in the season 

Buddleia in front of one 
of the cabins (T.  
Baumgarten) 

A portion of the field 
adjacent to cottages, filled 
with wildflowers (T. 
Baumgarten) 
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and dotted with thistle and 
fleabanes earlier on.  Lead 
plant has recently been found 
here also. 

The owner of Beechnut, Tam-
many Baumgarten, is a profes-
sional Horticulturist, Master 
Gardener and lecturer on the 
importance of native plantings 
and gardening for wildlife.  I 
first met Tammany at the 2018 
NABA 4th of July Count at 
Allen Acres, and was im-
pressed with her keen eye for 
butterflies.  In advance of 
Linda’s Bug Field Day, Tam-
many and Linda had combined 
to generate a list of butterfly 
species previously seen there at 
Beechnut.  That list includes: 

 

Swallowtails:  

· Black Swallowtail   

· Giant Swallowtail  

· Palamedes Swallowtail   

· Pipevine Swallowtail   

· Spicebush Swallowtail   

· Eastern Tiger Swallowtail  

 

Whites & Sulphurs:  

· Cabbage White  

· Great Southern White   

· Cloudless Sulphur   

· Little Sulphur   

· Orange Sulphur  

· Sleepy Orange  

 

Hairstreaks:  

· Gray Hairstreak  

· Great Purple Hairstreak   

· Red Banded Hairstreak  

 

Blues:  

· Spring Azure  

 

Milkweed Butterflies:  

· Monarch  

 

Brushfoots:  

· American Painted Lady  

· American Snout  

· Common Buckeye 

· Gulf Fritillary   

· Mourning Cloak   

· Painted Lady   

· Pearl Crescent   

· Question Mark   

· Red Admiral   

· Red Spotted Purple   

· Silvery Checkerspot  

· Variegated Fritillary  

· Viceroy  

 

Satyrs:   

· Carolina Satyr  

· Little Wood Satyr  

Spreadwing Skippers:  

· Long Tailed Skipper   

· Silver-spotted Skipper  

· Southern Cloudywing  

· Horace’s Duskywing  

· Common Checkered Skip-
per  

· Tropical Checkered Skip-
per  

 

Grass Skippers:  

· Clouded Skipper  

· Dun Skipper   

· Fiery Skipper  

· Ocola Skipper  

· Sachem  

· Southern Skipperling   

· Whirlabout  

 

I was able to document 30 
species on September 29.  Sev-
eral spots on the property have 
native cane, and at one we 
were able to witness a female S. 
Pearly Eye ovipositing, the first 
time I’ve actually seen that 
species do so.  Another high-
light was two extremely fresh 
Great Purple Hairstreaks (the 
first was a male, the second a 
female) docilely feeding at 
goldenrod, allowing for numer-
ous photo ops.  Down by 
Magee’s Creek we sighted a 
Silvery Checkerspot, a late 
season sighting. 

There were three species of 
sulphurs present in great pro-
fusion, a combined result of 
the numerous larval food 
plants and nectar sources.  The 
same was true for the large 



3DJH��� 

 

/136�1HZVOHWWHU 9ROXPH�����,VVXH�� 

numbers of Gulf and Variegat-
ed Fritillaries.  As the day 
warmed, I found the most ac-
tivity at the numerous nectar 
sources around the cabins.  
Rather than walk the trails, I 
simply circled those cabins.  I 
do not recall every finding so 
many Whirlabouts in one con-
centrated location.  At the end 
of the day, we drove to the 
front of the property where 
there was a stand of cane, and 
it was there the female So. 
Pearly-eye was located.  Along 
the access road were several 
thick stands of blooming Eupa-
torium.  The number of skip-
pers in this area was impres-
sive.  In addition to the So. 
Pearly-eye, we were able to add 
two other species to the prop-
erty list, Swarthy and Tawny-
edged Skippers.  

The property is continuously 
being developed to increase 
diversity and wildlife value.  
Recent additions include Ptelia, 
sassafras, Eryngium yuccifolium, 
several Liatris species, Baptisias, 

big blue stem and Panicum 
grasses, New Jersey tea, Cle-
thras, additional Eupatorium 
species, additional pycanthemum 
species, hackberry and hop 
vines.  I intend to return in the 
spring and early summer.  I 
anticipate surveys conducted 
during those seasons will con-
tinue to expand the property’s 
butterfly species list, adding 
anticipated species such as 
Zebra Swallowtails, Juniper 
and Banded Hairstreaks, East-
ern Tailed Blues, Goatweed 
Leafwings, Hackberry and 
Tawny Emperors and Juvenal 
Duskywings.  I want to explore 
the sedge areas for possible 
Duke’s and/or Dion Skippers.  
Other possible species include 
Henry’s Elfins, White M Hair-
streaks, Gemmed Satyrs, Least 
Skippers, the two Broken-
dashes, Pepper and Salt and 
Lace-winged Roadside Skip-
pers.  

Two of the three cottages are 
occasionally available to rent 
for overnight stays, sleeping 

four and three respectively.  
Camping is allowed and wel-
come on the premises.  If 
camping is not your style, the 
clean and well-run Liberty Inn, 
(601) 876-4444, is five minutes 
away with reasonable rates for 
overnight stays in single or 
double rooms with minifridge, 
Cable TV, and Wi-Fi.  Ty-
lertown has multiple fast food 
options, a couple of restau-
rants, and two grocery stores 
all within minutes Beechnut.  
For more information, to ar-
range a visit, or see species lists 
for the retreat, visit the website 
beechnutms.life.  Three to four 
times a year, Beechnut hosts 
Outdoor Classroom-style 
events for naturalists and the 
general public by registration.  
Information about these events 
will likewise be posted on the 
website periodically. 

I would like to thank Tamma-
ny for her hospitality and the 
information she provided for 
inclusion in this article.  I also 
would thank Linda for the 
invitation and her previous 
work on compiling a species 
list for this location.  Finally, I 
would thank Dr. Charles Allen 
for his editing assistance.  

 

Another section of  the fields around the cabins (T. 
Baumgarten) 
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Southern Louisiana From the Car-
Window by Roland M. Harper, Torreya, 
Vol. 20, No. 4 (July-August, 1920), pp. 67-
76, URL: https://www.jstor.org/
stable/40596088  
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Around the State 

The Herb Society of America, 
New Orleans Unit will hold 
their 2019 Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday March 30th, from 9 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 8301 Olive 
St, New Orleans, LA, 70118. 
Just off S. Carrollton at the 
location of the former Holly-
grove Market and future home 
of 14 Parishes Restaurant.   

Members of the local Herb 
Society unit will be on hand to 
help gardeners select plants for 
culinary and ornamental use. 
Let the experts help you select 
herbs for your spring gardens 
or containers. Pop up presenta-
tions will show you how to 
grow, harvest & use herbs this 
season from the bounty of 
your herb garden. Bring your 
herb growing questions. 

As a preview of their soon to 
be opened restaurant, 14 Par-
ishes will have food for pur-
chase. 

The sale will benefit projects of 
the New Orleans Botanical 
Gardens, Longue Vue Gar-
dens, the Herb Society of 
America, New Orleans Unit’s 
educational programs and oth-
er local gardening initiatives.  

For further information con-
tact our unit chair Linda 
Franzo at 

lindafranzo57@gmail.com; or 
email the unit at 
herbsno@gmail.com 

Note: Due to growing condi-
tions, quantities may be lim-
ited. Cash or checks accepted. 
Native plants will be available 

The Herb Society of America 
is dedicated to promoting the 
knowledge, use and delight of 
herbs through educational pro-
grams, research and sharing the 
experience of its members with 
the community. 

Medical disclaimer: It is the 
policy of The Herb Society of 
America and the Herb Society 
of America, New Orleans Unit 
not to advise or recommend 
herbs for medicinal or health 
use.  

Thanks to the generosity of 
Baton Rouge General, the 
work of the City-Parish De-
partment of Public Works 
(DPW), and the persistence of 
Baton Rouge Green, a section 
of roadway in Mid City is being 
revitalized. 

The center median on Acadian 
Thruway between Government 
Street and North Boulevard is 
being remodeled and land-
scaped with about 40 new un-
derstory trees, grasses and 
groundcover. 

“I firmly believe that a better 
Baton Rouge, one in which 
quality of place is at the center 
of development, requires the 
creation of a sense of neigh-
borhood at the local level,” 
said Edgardo Tenreiro, Presi-
dent and CEO of Baton Rouge 
General. “We are creating that 
sense of neighborhood in Ba-
ton Rouge, together with our 
partners, with projects like the 
Acadian Thruway beautifica-
tion.” 

Last year DPW’s Department 
of Maintenance removed the 
ailing Bradford Pear trees that 
had stood in tree wells in these 
medians, originally planted by 
Baton Rouge Green in the late 
80s. Since then, Department of 
Maintenance staff has removed 
the concrete that filled the 
medians, remediated the soil, 
and installed root barrier to 
protect existing curbs and 
roadway in preparation for the 
new landscaping. 

With a generous donation 
from Baton Rouge General, 
Baton Rouge Green will be 
able to install Dahoon hollies, 
mayhaw trees and wax myrtles, 
complemented by rushes, 
grasses and groundcover. The 
project, designed by Baton 
Rouge Green’s Robert 
Seemann, is intended to per-
form like other Baton Rouge 
Green plantings with minimal 
maintenance necessary and 
without irrigation infrastruc-
ture. 

“We work hard to assemble 
plant palettes that stimulate 
local ecology while being dura-
ble, relatively low maintenance, 
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and aesthetically pleasing,” says 
Seemann, a certified arborist 
and landscape architect, and 
Director of Operations for 
Baton Rouge Green. 

Baton Rouge Green credits 
Department of Maintenance 
staff, especially Director Kyle 
Huffstickler, with helping bring 
this plan to fruition. “Even 
with the tremendous generosity 
of Baton Rouge General, we 
wouldn’t have gotten far on 
this project if the City had not 
performed the hard work of 
converting concrete medians to 
functional planting space. They 
provided labor, heavy machin-
ery and materials to transform 
the space into a habitat plants 
can thrive in,” says Seemann. 

“The beautification of Baton 
Rouge is always a priority, and 
thanks to the collaboration of 
the public and private sector, 
this project will also improve 
the culture of health,” said 
Mayor Sharon Broome. “For 
over 30 years, Baton Rouge 
Green has cared for and plant-
ed trees throughout the city. 
Their partnership with Baton 
Rouge General Healthcare and 
the City of Baton Rouge’s De-
partment of Public Works goes 
above and beyond to ensure 
the peace, prosperity, and pro-
gress of this community for all 
residents.” 

“P-3 (Public-Private Partner-
ship) is a buzz word that peo-
ple like to use. This is a real life 
example of making it work. A 
city government agency, a local 
industry leader, and a non-
profit all bringing their re-
sources together to improve a 

corner of our city. Baton 
Rouge Green is grateful to 
have passionate local partners 
like Baton Rouge General and 
DPW, and without them we 
couldn’t make an impact,” says 
Sage Foley, Baton Rouge 
Green’s Executive Director. 

The Mid-City Redevelopment 
Alliance (MCRA) and the Ba-
ton Rouge Health District also 
helped push the project along 
and were part of the planning. 

“MCRA is excited to be a part 
of this public-private partner-
ship that highlights the power 
of collaboration as we all strive 
to enhance creative placemak-
ing in Mid City. We are pairing 
our mini grant programs to 
residents and businesses in this 
area to help leverage the im-
pact of this project led by Ba-
ton Rouge Green and funded 
by Baton Rouge General and 
the City-Parish,” commented 
Sam Sanders, Executive Direc-
tor of Mid City Redevelopment 
Alliance. 

Sanders added that residents in 
the area can contact MCRA for 
more information. 

With the ongoing Government 
Street road diet and landscap-
ing planned, Mid City boosters 
are excited for another step in 
the ongoing progress in the 
area. “This project will im-
prove the visual character of 
one of Mid City’s most highly 
traversed corridors while 
providing health benefits to the 
citizens of the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Projects like 
this dovetail into the planning 
that we at Mid City Merchants 

are undertaking to complement 
the road diet currently under 
construction on Government 
Street,” said Justin Lemoine, 
landscape architect, Board 
Vice-President of Mid City 
Merchants and Baton Rouge 
Green Board Member. 

The new planting will not only 
be a beautiful addition to Mid 
City, but the trees installed will 
go on to aid citizens and the 
environment by removing pol-
lutants from the air, preventing 
stormwater runoff, lowering 
temperatures around them, and 
sequestering carbon, as well as 
producing oxygen for their 
human neighbors. Studies 
show that landscaping near 
roadways has a calming effect 
on drivers and reduces the 
number of motor vehicle acci-
dents. 

“Green infrastructure like this 
is more than pretty. It’s crucial 
to human health and safety, 
and a critical part of protecting 
homes and infrastructure. On 
both cost and effectiveness, 
engineered concrete solutions 
simply cannot compete with 
what trees can do to prevent 
stormwater runoff, and relieves 
the stress on our storm drains 
and sewers,” adds Foley. 
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Mark Your Calendars!! 

Next Louisiana Native Plant 

Society Meeting is February 

7-9, 2020 

 

BE SURE TO CHECK 

OUT OUR WEBSITE!! 

 Jackie Duncan, LNPS Treasurer,  
114 Harper Ferry, 
Boyce, Louisiana 71409  

www.lnps.org 

Annual LNPS Dues  
Circle one: Individual, $10. Student/Senior, $5. Family, $15. Organization, $25. Sustaining, $50. Corporate, 
$100.  

NAME _______________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS ___________________________________  

CITY ________________________ ZIP __________  

EMAIL _______________________________________________  

PHONE __________________________  

Checks payable to LNPS.  

Mail to: Jackie Duncan, Treasurer  

114 Harpers Ferry Road  

Boyce, LA 71409  

Or, memberships and donations may be paid online at: 
www.lnps.org  
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